Approved For Release 2007/12/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007300210006-5

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This material contains in the Def of the United States within the 1 of the Laws, Title

18, U.8.C. Becs. 793 and 704, the “ 1 or re of which in any to en unaut person is prohibited by 5.25 X’]
S<E-C-R~E-T
COUNTRY USSR (Ukrainian SSR) REPORT
SUBJECT The Removal of Melnikov as DATE DISTR. 1 July 1955
Ukrainian Party Secretary

NO. OF PAGES 1

DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD - 25X1
REFERENCES

This is UNEVALUATED
Information

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. -

1. The removal of Leonid Georgiyevich Melnikov from hig poat &8 First Secretary of the
Ukrainian Communist Party was g part of Beriyat's policy iainting only natives
to posts in repuhlies. e 25X1

2. At the meeting of the Central Committee of the Ukraine in May or June after
Stalin's death, Lavfently P, Beriya made a speech accusing Melnikov of inef-
ficilency and incompetence and stated, falsely, that the Central Ccmmittee of
the USSR had requested Melnikov's removall;. Melnikdv vas then voted out:
Berlya insisted that no qbpies of the proceedings be forwarded to ‘the Central
Committee and the Govermment, ag 18 normally required, because he wes himself
the vepresentative of both. No:one dared to argue with this decision inasmuch
‘as Lazar M. Keganovich wae also present throughout the affair. Kaganovich
may have kept silent in a desire to remain friendly with Beriys, who was then
a possible future head of the Government: Kaganovich had no part in Melnikov's
removal and 1s believed to have been in the Ukraine -at this time on entirely
different business.

3. This affair was & metter of commorn knowledge in Moscow., At MVD conferences
after Beriya's arrest, he was charged with promoting nationalism aml creating
problems among the varieu.a minorities; but no details of the actich in the
case of Melnikov or other irregularities were discussed. ST 25X1

Comment: The removal of Melpikev fram his post as First \
Secretary of the Ukrainian Communist Party was snncunced on 12 June 1953:
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